Haw River Code of Ordinances
TITLE XV: Land Usage
Chapter 158. Riparian Buffer Protection

Section 8. Potential Uses and Associated Requirements

A

Approval for New Development

Town of Haw River shall issue an approval for new development only if the
development application proposes to avoid impacts to riparian buffers defined in
Section 7.(A) of this Ordinance, or where the application proposes to impact such
buffers, it demonstrates that the applicant has done the following, as applicable:

1. Determined the activity is exempt from requirements of this Ordinance;

2. Received an Authorization Certificate from the Town of Haw River pursuant
to Section 9.A of this Ordinance;

3. For uses designated as Allowable with Mitigation in the Table of Uses in
Section 8.(B), received approval of mitigation plan pursuant to Section 9.(C)
of this Ordinance; and

4. Received a variance pursuant to Section 9.(B).

) Table; of Uses

The following chart sets out potential new uses within the buffer, or outside the buffer
with impacts on the buffer, and categorizes them as exempt, allowable, or allowable
with mitigation. All uses not categorized as exempt, allowable, or allowable with
mitigation are considered prohibited and may not proceed within the riparian buffer
or outside the buffer if the use would impact the buffer, unless a variance is granted
pursuant to Section 9.(C) of this Ordinance, Variances. The requirements for each
category are given in Section 8.(C) of this Section following the Table of Uses.
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Allowable
Exempt | Allowable

Use with
* »

Mitigation*

Utility, non-electric, other than perpendicular
crossings4.5:
e Impacts in Zone Two X

e Impacts in Zone Onel X

Vegetation management:
e Emergency fire control measures provided that X

topography is restored

>

¢ Mowiiig or hairvestiiig of plait produicts in Zone Two

>

¢ Planting vegetation to enhance the riparian buffer

o Pruning forest vegetation provided that the health and
function of the forest vegetation is not compromised

¢ Removal of individual trees that are in danger of
causing damage to dwellings, other structures or
human life, or are imminently endangering stability of
the streambank.

¢ Removal of individual trees which are dead, diseased

or damaged.

>

e Removal of poison ivy

e Removal of invasive exotic vegetation as defined in:
Smith, Cherri I.. 1998. Exotic Plant Guidelines. Dept.

of Environment and Natural Resources. Division of Parks

and Recreation. Raleigh, NC. Guideline #30

e Vehicular access roads leading to water-dependent X
structures as defined in 15SANCAC 02B .0202,
provided they do not cross the surface water and have

minimum practicable width not exceeding ten feet.

e Water dependent structures as defined in 15ANCAC X
02B .0202 where installation and use result in
disturbarice to riparian buffers.
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* To qualify for the designation indicated in the column header, an activity must adhere to the limitations

defined for it in a given listing as well as the requirements established in Section 8.(C) of this Ordinance.
Water supply reservoirs:
e New reservoirs where a riparian buffer that meets the X
requirements of Sections 7.(D) and 7.(E) of this
Ordinance is established adjacent to the reservoir
¢ New reservoirs where a riparian buffer that meets the X
requirements of Sections 7.(D) and 7.(E) of this

Ordinance is not established adjacent to the reservoir

Water wells
o Single family residential water wells X

o All other water wells X

Wetland, stream and buffer restoration that results in

impacts to the riparian buffers:

* Wetland, stream and buffer restoration that requires NC X
Division of Water Quality approval for the use of a 401
Water Quality Certification

o Wetland, stream and buffer restoration that does not X
require Division of Water Quality approval for the use

of a 401 Water Quality Certification

Wildlife passage structures X

Piping of a stream under a permit issued by the US X
Army Corps of Engineers

Approved by Council 12-05-16



