Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting

Monday, July 7, 2014
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, July 7, 2014 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00pm.

Council Members Present: Buddy Boggs, Lee Lovette, Kelly Allen, and Ashley Warren

Council Members Absent: Jeff Fogleman
Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Clerk Melanie Hamilton, Attorney Charlie Davis
Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 pm.
Mayor Boggs and Mayor Pro-Tem Allen presented Cory Lunsford, Terry Jordan, Mark Garner, Johnny Hodges, and Wesley Anderson with Good Citizen Awards from the Community Pride Organization. These individuals have gone above and beyond in their assistance with this Organization and their efforts are sincerely appreciated.
Public Hearing
7:05 pm
The Town Council held a Public Hearing to consider a request to rezone property legally described as Alamance County Tax Map #13-1-14 from R-12 to I-2. The property is owned by Sylvia G. Clayton Heirs and is located at 327 Holt Road.
Manager Earp provided an overview of the request for Council to consider rezoning 327 Holt Road from R-12 to I-2. Manager Earp then relayed some feedback he received from Diane Eckland. She expressed concerns about the possible I-2 zoning. Although she has no concerns about the current proposed use of the property, an I-2 zoning would allow for some pretty heavy industrial uses in the future. Manager Earp then informed the Council that after speaking with Attorney Davis on this issue, the Council could consider rezoning from R-12 to B-2. This zoning would prevent heavy industrial usage in the future but would allow the for current proposed business use.
Mayor Boggs opened the Public Hearing at 7:10 pm. No members of the public chose to speak and Mayor Boggs then closed the Public Hearing at 7:11 pm.

7:11 pm

The Town Council held a Public Hearing to gather citizen input regarding the use of CDBG Programs and funds within the Town.

Manager Earp spoke briefly to the Council regarding general information regarding the application for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Water/Sewer funding from the NC Department of Natural and Environment Resources (NCDENR). This public hearing is intended to involve the citizen of the Town and to obtain their comments in the planning of the community development program and to express their views concerning needs and priorities.

Mayor Boggs opened the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm. Don Waugh (118 Hill Street) asked several questions regarding possible sewer line extensions and if those could possibly lead to the voluntary annexation of County Home Estates. No other members of the public chose to speak and Mayor Boggs then closed the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm.
Consent Agenda

7:15 pm
The Council considered approval of minutes from the May 5, 2014 regular meeting, the May 19, 2014 budget meeting, the June 2, 2014 regular meeting, and the June23, 2014 budget meeting. 

Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried 4-0.
New Business
7:16 pm

The Town Council considered a request to rezone property legally described as Alamance County Tax Map #13-1-14 from R-12 to I-2. The property is owned by Sylvia G. Clayton Heirs and is located at 327 Holt Road. 
Sylvia G. Clayton Heirs has made a request to rezone the property at 327 Holt Road to enable the sale of the property to accommodate a small custom furniture builder on the property. Mr. Donald Meulenberg has made a conditional offer to the owners of the property conditional upon re-zoning. The intended use of the property is as a workshop for making customized furniture under the business name Comfy 1. Mr. Meulenberg anticipates having up to four employees and the majority of his tools are standard home workshop equipment with a few pieces that could be considered contractor grade equipment. Mr. Meulenberg spoke briefly to the Council describing his business (currently operating out of Fredericksburg VA) and his plans for the property at 327 Holt Road. 
Following discussion by Council and consideration of Ms. Eckland’s concerns regarding I-2 zoning, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to rezone the property at 327 Holt Road from R-12 to B-2. Motion carried 4-0.

7:21 pm

The Town Council reviewed and considered the updated Sewer Capital Improvement Plan and the Departmental Capital/Projects lists. 
Manager Earp presented the Council with a copy of the Town of Haw River’s Capital Improvement Plan for sewer operations for Council consideration. The Capital Improvement plan represents the anticipated needs of the Town in the coming years and is an updated version of the plan approved in 2012. Keeping a current and approved plan in place is necessary for the Annual Collection System Inspection conducted by NCDENR. The working CIP needs to be a 5 year plan in order to be compliant with our permitting requirements. The Department Capital/ Projects lists does not need to be voted on but is presented to Council for information purposes and is used by departments to plan for future budgetary needs for the departments.
Following brief discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the Sewer Capital Improvement Plan for the Town of Haw River dated July 1, 2014. Motion carried 4-0.
7:26 pm
The Council reviewed the Budget Amendments worksheets for the final 2013-2014 Budget.
Manager Earp presented the Council budget amendments 2014-5 – 2014-8. The authority to approve these amendments was been previously granted to Manager Earp but are being presented to Council for information purposes.
7:48 pm

The Town Council considered a request concerning the Burlington Times News “Newspapers in Education Program”. 
Manager Earp presented the Council with a request from Sofia Thames of the Newspapers in Education Program. Ms. Thames is asking that Council consider sponsoring the program she represents. This program provides newspapers and educational activities to classrooms in an effort to expose students to subjects not covered in textbooks and to improve critical reading and writing skills. 
Council discussed the merits of this wonderful program but agreed by consensus that this program should not be funded with taxpayer money. 
7:35 pm
Manager’s Update

· The annual bridge inspection has been completed and a report was issued. The Town’s bridge passed inspection.
· Financial Report

· The Police Department has received a Governor’s Crime Commission Grant in the amount of $11,100 to be used for building and security upgrades.

· Manager Earp provided Council with an editorial from the Times News regarding recent changes to Privilege License laws and the effects that they will have on property owners.

· The Town recently hired a new patrol officer, Dan Emery, and Mr. Emery has asked that the Council consider honoring his sick time carrying forward from previous employment (543.25 hours). Councilmember Allen made a motion that the Town allow Mr. Emery to transfer his 543.25 hours of sick time to the Town of Haw River. Motion carried 4-0.

· Manager Earp reviewed various grant applications and approved grants that the Town has applied for and/or received. 

7:43 pm
Public Comment

· Mrs. Smith (313 Graham Road) asked the Council about the status of the Main Street sidewalk project. Manager Earp explained that the Town is still waiting on the NC Railroad in order to move forward with the process.
Announcements

· Mayor Pro Tem Allen asked Attorney Davis for advice regarding liability in instances of plants in a Town ROW that are impeding sight lines.
7:45 pm
Councilmember Lovette made a motion to go into closed session for attorney client privileged discussions. Motion carried 4-0.
8:29 pm 

Councilmember Allen made a motion to return to open session. Motion carried 4-0.

8:30 pm

Councilmember Allen made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0.

__________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor


Melanie R. Hamilton, Clerk




