Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting

Monday, December 7, 2015
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, December 7, 2015 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00pm.

Council Members Present: Buddy Boggs, Lee Lovette, Kelly Allen, Jeff Fogleman, and Steve Lineberry
Council Members Absent: Ashley Warren
Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Clerk Melanie Hamilton, Attorney Charlie Davis, Attorney Gill Frazier
Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 pm.
Consent Agenda

7:01 pm

The Council considered approval of minutes from the November 2nd regular meeting.

Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion carried 4-0.

Organizational Meeting
7:02 pm

Councilmember Lovette made a motion to accept the Certification of Election from the Alamance County Board of Elections. Motion carried 4-0.

Councilmember Allen made a motion to dissolve the current council. Motion carried 4-0.

The Honorable Brad Allen swore in the newly elected officials. H. Lee Lovette and Steve Lineberry were sworn in as Councilmembers. Buddy Boggs was sworn in as Mayor.
Mayor Boggs then asked for nominations for Mayor Pro Tem. Councilmember Fogleman nominated Councilmember Lovette. Councilmember Lineberry nominated Councilmember Allen. Mayor Boggs then closed the nomination period and asked for a vote on each nomination. Councilmember Lovette’s nomination was affirmed 3-2, with Councilmembers Lovette, Fogleman, and Boggs voting in favor of his election as Mayor Pro Tem and with Councilmembers Allen and Lineberry dissenting. Councilmember Allen’s nomination was declined 2-3 with Councilmembers Allen and Lineberry voting in favor of her election as Mayor Pro Tem and with Councilmembers Lovette, Fogleman, and Boggs dissenting. Mayor Boggs then announced that Councilmember Lovette will be the new Mayor Pro Tem for the Town of Haw River.

Mayor Boggs then made the following appointments:

Transportation Advisory Committee Representative – Councilmember Lovette
Piedmont Triad Regional Council of Governments Delegate – Mayor Boggs

Departmental Liaisons:

Fire Department – Councilmember Lovette
Public Works - Councilmember Lineberry
Parks & Recreation – Councilmember Allen
Police Department – Councilmember Fogleman
Administration – Mayor Boggs

New Business

7:25 pm
The Council considered for approval health insurance renewals for retirees effective January 1, 2016.
Councilmembers Allen and Lineberry recused themselves.

Manager Earp presented the Council with the rate changes for the retiree health insurance plans. The rates will increase 21% as of 1/1/16 and the new plans will no longer include Duke hospital as an in-network provider for any retirees that reside in Alamance County. Manager Earp noted that the Council will likely be presented with some insurance alternative plans given the ever rising cost of plans, but any changes to current plans will need to be make with the Town’s open enrollment period and effective as of 7/1/16. 
Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve the retiree insurance plan renewals with an increase of 21%. Motion carried 3-0.

7:33 pm 
The Council considered financial options for the purchase of new police vehicles.
Manager Earp put out four bids for the financing of the new police vehicles. Only two banks responded. Wells Fargo proposed a lease to purchase contract at 2.11% interest over 5 years. BB&T proposed an outright loan for 5 years at 2.69% interest.
Following discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to accept the financing terms of 5 years at 2.11% interest with Wells Fargo for the purchase of two new police vehicles. Motion carried 5-0.
7:38 pm

The Town Council reviewed the 2016 Town Council and 2016 Planning & Zoning Board Meeting Schedules.

Manager Earp presented the Council with the proposed 2016 Town Council and 2016 Planning & Zoning Board Meeting Schedules. 

Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to approve the 2016 Town Council and Planning & Zoning Board meeting schedules. Motion carried 5-0.

7:40 pm
The Council reviewed and considered a request for adjustments to a utility account for The Fruit Shack at 1206 E Main Street. 

Manager Earp presented the Council with a request from Shirley Scovell, owner of The Fruit Shack at 1206 East Main Street. Ms. Scovell requested an adjustment to her utility account due to the high water usage on the October billing period. The usage for that time frame was 73,000 gallons resulting in a bill of $1,296.75. The owner stated that she has NOT had a leak and staff has confirmed that there was no error in reading the meter. Upon reading the meter for the November billing period the meter reading are in sequential order and the usage was down to 19,000 gallons. 
Following discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion not to adjust the balance on the utility account for The Fruit Shack but to allow staff to arrange for a payment plan for the owner. Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember Fogleman dissenting.

7:44 pm 

The Council considered repealing Haw River Code of Ordinances Title XI: Business Regulations Chapter 110 Business Licensing. 

Manager Earp asked the Council to consider repealing Haw River Code of Ordinances Title XI: Business Regulations Chapter 110 Business Licensing. Due to the repeal of almost all privilege license fees by the state legislature, the Town currently has an ordinance on the books that is not legally allowed. 

Following discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to set a public hearing during the 7pm regular Council Meeting at 403 East Main Street for the consideration of repealing Haw River Code of Ordinances Title XI: Business Regulations Chapter 110 Business Licensing. Motion carried 5-0.
7:57 pm 

The Council reviewed information concerning the assessment study and possible capital project regarding Burlington Animal Services facilities.

Manager Earp has recently been made aware of an upcoming proposed project by Burlington Animal Services. This project will be an expansion and upgrade of facilities and the cost of the project will be absorbed through the towns that utilize Burlington Animal Services. The project is still currently in the planning phase. Council asked Manager Earp to arrange for a representative of Burlington Animal Services to come speak to the Council and explain the details of the expansion plan.
8:08 pm
Manager’s Update

· Manager Earp asked the Council to consider approval of a resolution selling retiring Chief Dickens his service weapon and badge for $1.
· Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve a resolution to sell the retiring police chief his badge and service weapon for $1. Motion carried 5-0.

· Manager Earp and staff are working to get quotes on necessary repairs at the Childrey House.
· Manager Earp will be bringing a proposed change to the Civic Center rental rules to the Council’s January meeting.
· The HVAC at Town Hall has been replaced at a cost of $14,000. When dry weather arrives the roof work will begin. Roof repairs will cost the Town $29,000.
· Town staff will host a retirement party for all outgoing retirees next Thursday at 2pm.

· Melissa Borders with Haw River Elementary is now in fundraising mode for her Olympiad team. Manager Earp asked the Council and the public to consider donations.

· The feasibility study is in progress and a draft report for staff to review will be provided to the Manager next week.

· The Main Street sidewalk project is out to bid and Council will pick a vendor at the February council meeting.
· The sliplining project will have bids out after the 1st of the year. The Town is currently waiting on NCDENR in order to proceed.
8:20pm

Announcements
Councilmember Lovette thanked everyone for their support through his back surgery and now recovery.
Councilmember Allen noted the write up in the paper for the HR welcome sign across from CVS. She also vowed to continue working on projects for the Town of Haw River.

The HR Midge football team played for state champs last Saturday. They did not take home the championship, but did have a very successful and enjoyable season.
8:22 pm
Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

__________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor


Melanie R. Eveker, Clerk




