Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting

Monday, May 5, 2014
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, May 5, 2014 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00pm.

Council Members Present: Buddy Boggs, Lee Lovette, Jeff Fogleman, Kelly Allen, and Ashley Warren

Council Members Absent: n/a
Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Clerk Melanie Hamilton, Attorney Charlie Davis
Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 pm.
Consent Agenda

7:02 pm
The Council reviewed minutes from the April 7, 2014 Council meeting. 
Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda from the April 7, 2014. Motion carried 5-0.
New Business
7:04 pm

The Town Council heard a presentation of the findings of the Philip Morgan properties (Trollingwood-Hawfields Road) annexation study.
Josh Johnson with Alley Williams Carmen and King presented the Council with his findings on the financial feasibility of a voluntary annexation of the Clover Creek Village Area. Following considerable discussion regarding various service options for the proposed annexation, AWCK concluded that the Town of Haw River should continue to pursue voluntary annexation while also actively investigating grant funding agencies that may fund a portion of the initial improvements necessary for annexation. There are possible funds available from both CDBG and USDA. Manager Earp then proposed a tentative timeline to Council. He would like to try to have an agreement in place with Mr. Morgan by August 1, a funding request submitted to CDBG by September 1, and have initial infrastructure improvements completed within 2 years. 
Following considerable discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to move forward with negotiations for a voluntary annexation of Clover Creek Village. Motion carried 5-0.

7:40 pm
Councilmember Fogleman recused himself.

The Town Council considered options concerning resolution of storm water issues on properties on Lang Court.
Manager Earp informed the Council of a drainage complaint concerning properties located at 310 and 312 Lang Court. The Town, along with the Town Engineer, has investigated said issue. Debris and obstructions have been placed between two properties on Lang Court resulting in rerouted water from the existing ditch into the yard at 310 Lang Court. The owner of this property has issued a complaint with the Town asking that this issue be addressed. In the investigation of this issue, it was discovered that both property owners have storage building either encroaching or completely in the Town’s Right of Way. The Town needs to re-dig the pre-existing ditch in order to allow water to drain in its originally runoff pattern.
Following considerable discussion and input from the Town attorney, Councilmember Lovette made a motion for Manager Earp, Josh Johnson (AWCK), and Attorney Davis to meet with both property owners in a attempt to have obstructions removed voluntarily. If this is not attainable, the Town should remove all buildings and encumbrances at the cost of the property owners in order to allow for the drainage ditch to be re-cut. Motion carried 4-0.

Councilmember Fogleman returned to session.

7:52 pm
The Town Council considered applicants to fill expired Planning and Zoning Board seat.

Don Waugh’s term with the Planning and Zoning Board will expire on May 2, 2014. The Town has received two applications for consideration. Mr. Waugh has reapplied as has Ms. Jannette Amash. 

Following brief discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to reappoint Mr. Don Waugh to the Planning and Zoning Board and asked Ms. Amash to continue to leave her application on file. Motion carried 5-0.
7:53 pm

The Town Council considered a proposal to join the NCLM Regulatory Technical Assistance Program.

The NCLM had formed a new joint action program and is requesting voluntary contributions for the Regulatory Technical Assistance Fund. This fund is a voluntary annual joint action program that is separate from the League dues and was created to protect NC municipalities’ collective interests by hiring external technical support for water quality and electric regulatory issues. The suggested contribution for the Town of Haw River is $206.92.

Councilmember Allen made a motion to make a voluntary contribution in the amount of $206.92 to the NCLM Regulatory Technical Assistance Program. Motion carried 5-0.

7:55 pm

The Town Council discussed and set dates for the 2014-2015 Manager’s proposed budget presentation and the 2014-2015 budget public hearing. 
Following brief discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to set a special called meeting on Monday May 19 at 7:00pm for the presentation of the Manager’s proposed budget for 2014-2015. Motion carried 5-0.

Councilmember Fogleman then made a motion to set a public hearing for the proposed 2014-2015 budget on Monday June 2 at 7:00pm. Motion carried 5-0.

7:58 pm 

The Town Council discussed and considered a request from Manager Earp to have authority to make appropriate adjustments and amendments to 2013-2014 budget to prepare for year-end closeout. 

Following brief discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion granting Manager Earp authority to make appropriate adjustments and amendments to the 2013-2014 budget in order to close out the year. Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Boggs then presented Randall King with a 5 year service award.  

7:59 pm 

The Town Council considered a payout of overtime/compensation time in regards to the March storm event and clean up. 

Public Services Director Randall King has requested that the Council consider paying out overtime hours from the March Storm Event and cleanup operations that are reimbursable by FEMA. 
Councilmember Lovette made a motion giving Manager Earp authority to pay employees for overtime incurred during the ice storm contingent upon FEMA reimbursement. Motion carried 5-0.
8:02 pm
Manager’s Update

· There are currently two new small businesses looking to locate in Haw River. One is a small home based business looking for a storefront and the other is a proposed small apartment complex. 
· Budget Update

· Burn Season cannot be changed to accommodate storm debris. This can only be done by NCDENR.

· The Burlington/Graham MPO is no longer funding study matches. 

· NCDOT has asked the Town to start easements for the sidewalk project and our letter promising additional funding is in process.

· Haw River police officers are participating in a program putting school resource officers in Haw River Elementary School.

· Financial Report

· Winston Williams Creech and Evans is in the second year of the active audit contract. This contract does need to be approved yearly for LGC approval. Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve the contract with Winston Williams Creech and Evans for performance of the 2013-2014 audit. Motion carried 5-0.

· Officer Boggs has put in his notice and will be returning to work for C-COM. Chief Dickens is considering hiring a new officer with 9 years of experience with a neighboring municipality. Chief Dickens asked the Council to consider allowing him to hire to this officer at the base salary plus the 5% raise typically achieve following the probationary period. A probationary period would still be imposed with no raise upon completion. Councilmember Allen made a motion to allow Chief Dickens to hire an experienced officer at the base salary plus the 5% increase prior to completion of the probationary period. Motion carried 5-0.

8:23

Public Comment

· Ronald Cobb thanked the police department for their efforts in quieting his neighbor’s dogs. He then informed the Council that they are not doing enough to help him and he plans to start contacting News 2 in an effort to have his issues with his neighbor and her animals resolved. 
Announcements

· Mayor Pro Tem announced that the Haw River Community Pride Organization will be hosting a Car Show at the Lamb’s Chapel on June 7th to raise funds for their organization.
· The Town of Haw River will be hosting a Concert in the Park series starting this month on 5/15. The third Thursday of each month this summer the Haw River Municipal Park will have a free concert open to the public from 6-8pm.

· The Haw River Museum will have a yard sale at the Haw River Civic Center this Saturday May 10. 
8:26 pm
Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

__________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor


Melanie R. Hamilton, Clerk




