Town of Haw River

Town Council Meeting

Monday, February 4, 2013
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, February 4, 2013 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00pm.

Council Members Present: Buddy Boggs, Lee Lovette, Jeff Fogleman, Kelly Allen, and Ashley Warren

Council Members Absent: n/a
Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Clerk Melanie Hamilton, Attorney Charlie Davis
Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 pm.
Manager Earp then introduced the Council and the public to Ms. Jennifer Reed, the new Haw River Elementary School principal, and her vice-principal Ms. Holly Wroblewski. Ms. Reed spoke briefly about her excitement to be in Haw River and her enthusiasm for improving the elementary school.

Public Hearings
7:03 pm

The Town Council held a public hearing concerning a request from Johnnie Lankford regarding the rezoning of property legally described as Alamance County Tax Map #13-2-70 from R-7 to B-2.
Manager Earp briefly explained that Mr. Lankford is requesting his lot located at 113 Circle Drive (Tax Map #13-2-70) be rezoned from R-7 to B-2. This request has been made in order to accommodate a garage on the property. All necessary advertisements have been completed and the property has been posted as required. The Planning and Zoning Board reviewed this issue at their January 21, 2013 meeting and recommends approval of the rezoning request.
The Mayor opened the public hearing. 

No members of the public chose to speak and the Mayor closed the public hearing.

Consent Agenda

7:06 pm
The Council reviewed the previous meeting minutes from the January 14, 2013 Council Meetings.

Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried 5-0.
New Business

7:07 pm
Presentation of the 2011-2012 Audit
Jim Winston from Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans & Company, LLP spoke to the council regarding the recent audit that was completed for fiscal year ending June 30, 2012. The firm issued an unqualified opinion for the town, which is the best possible result for this audit. Mr. Winston guided the council through a presentation (presentation outline attached) detailing the major points of the audit and provided some insight into the results including the fact that the water/sewer fund and the general fund made money this year and fund balances those funds also increased. Mr. Winston also recommended that the Council consider implementing a fund balance policy.
7:27 pm
Consideration of a request from Johnnie Lankford regarding the rezoning of property, legally described as Alamance County Tax Map #13-2-70 from R-7 to B-2.
Manager Earp reiterated to the Council that Mr. Lankford is requesting his lot located at 113 Circle Drive (Tax Map #13-2-70) be rezoned from R-7 to B-2. This request has been made in order to accommodate a garage on the property. All necessary advertisements have been completed and the property has been posted as required. The Planning and Zoning Board reviewed this issue at their January 21, 2013 meeting and recommends approval of the rezoning request.

After discussion, Councilmember Lovette made a motion to approve the rezoning of 113 Circle Drive (Tax Map #13-2-70) from R-7 to B-2. Motion carried 3-2 with Allen and Boggs dissenting.

7:31 pm

Consideration of a request concerning bad debt write-off for utility accounts over 36 months old.

Clerk Hamilton has requested that the council consider writing off utility accounts receivable that are older than the three year statute of limitations for collectability under the Debt Setoff Program. It is highly unlikely that these debts will ever be collected and thus should no longer be shown on the Town’s financial statements. 
After a discussion regarding the current Town policies for utility deposits and payments, Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve the write off of $2,596.42 of bad debt that exceeds the statute of limitations for Debt Setoff Program. Motion carried 4-1 with Lovette dissenting.
7:38 pm

Consideration of raising the volunteer fire staff pay per call from $8 per call to $10 per call.

Manager Earp presented the Council with a cost estimate of how an increase in the pay per call pay for the Fire Department would affect the budget. This presentation was done in response to a request from Councilmember Allen at the January 14, 2013 council meeting. Using actual cost figures from fiscal year 2011-2012, the estimated cost increase for a change in pay per call is $10,984.61 annually. 
After considerable discussion regarding this potential change, it was the consensus of the Council to table this discussion until budget planning for fiscal year 13-14. 

7:45 pm
Consideration of possible conflict in using the purchase of used playground equipment from Graham for PARTF grant match. 
Manager Earp informed the Council that due to timing issues, it is possible that the purchase of the used playground equipment from Graham that was approved in December’s Council Meeting may be eligible to be used as the required match for the PARTF grant. It will all depend on when the contracts with the NCDENR are finalized. The match requirement for the PARTF grant will be $13,500 over a two year period.
7:50 pm
Manager’s Update

· All year end local government reports, payroll reports, and OSHA reports have been completed by staff.
· Family Dollar has received all necessary approvals and construction will begin very soon.
· The annual boundary and annexation survey has been started by staff.
· The Annual Local Water Supply Plan is currently being worked on by staff and will be submitted by the April 1 deadline. 
· Staff is working to prepare for a Town Hall Day in Haw River per the Council’s request.
· Sidewalks – Currently working with AWCK to finish the design plan for the sidewalk extension on Main Street. We are expecting the surveying to start in March.
· The NCLM has offered to act on behalf of the municipalities in an effort to defeat Duke Energy’s request for an approximate 15% rate increase. For municipalities the size of Haw River, it will cost the town $100. After brief discussion, Councilmember Allen made a motion to approve using the NCLM to advocate on our behalf against the Duke Energy rate increase. Motion carried 5-0.

8:00 pm

Councilmember Lovette made a motion for the Council to go into closed session to discuss personnel as well as attorney client privileged information. Motion carried 5-0.

8:50 pm

Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to return to open session. Motion carried 5-0.

8:52 pm
Councilmember Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 5-0.

__________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor Boggs
Melanie R. Hamilton, Clerk




