Town of Haw River 

Town Council Meeting

Monday, February 2, 2009
The Town Council of the Town of Haw River held its Town Council Meeting on Monday, January 5, 2009 in the Haw River Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m.
Council Members Present: Mayor Buddy Boggs, Jeff Fogleman, Lee Lovette and Jamie Joseph.

Council Members Absent: Ricky Honeycutt.

Also Present: Manager Jeff Earp, Atty. Charlie Davis and Clerk Speicher.

Mayor Boggs called the meeting to order and gave the invocation at 7:00 p.m.

Consent Agenda 
The Council reviewed the following items:

· Previous Meeting’s Minutes: January 5, 2009 & January 12, 2009.

· Approval of Ordinance Enacting and Adopting a Supplement to the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Haw River and Declaring an Emergency.

Councilman Fogleman made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried 4-0.
Old Business

7:03 p.m. Review and discussion of options for disposition of fire truck: Manager Earp stated that he has found that the approximate value of the old fire truck is anywhere from $1,200-$15,000. Burlington has expressed some interest in the truck. The new fire truck should arrive the middle of February and will take approximately 30 days to equip and put into service. Councilman Lovette stated he would rather see it go to a small department with limited resources than Burlington. 
7:09 p.m. Discussions of information gathered by staff regarding citizen’s request to limit number of dogs per household in the Town: Atty. Davis explained a case, Maynard vs. City of Nashville, pending in the NC Court of Appeals that challenges the constitutionality of limiting the number of pets. He stated that any action to limit dogs taken by the Board could be negated by the Court’s decision. Manager Earp explained the Alamance County Animal Control Ordinance which includes an option to license “collectors”. Chief Felts stated that dog complaints are handled on a “complaint basis”, meaning his department does not go looking for violators. Councilman Lovette stated he did not feel that the Council should put off taking action. Councilman Joseph stated that he felt the county could be called on to take a more active role. 

Chief Felts stated that on the first call, an individual is warned; 2nd visit, they receive a citation. They must appear in court for a judge to ultimately decide the case. Councilman Lovette made a motion to limit the number of dogs per household. The motion did not pass with a vote of 1-3, Councilmen Fogleman and Joseph and Mayor Boggs voting against. 
New Business
7:32 p.m. Review and approval of Subdivision and Recombination plat for William E. Postlethwait and Marcia L. Tomb: Manager Earp explained that a “flag lot” was created so the plat in question could be subdivided and still meet the Code that requires each lot to be contiguous to a road. All requirements for a modular home had been met. It was the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Board that approval is granted.  Councilman Lovette made a motion to approve the subdivision. Motion carried 4-0.
7:36 p.m. Discussion of applications and possible appointment of replacement for vacancy on the Planning Board: Councilman Joseph made a motion to appoint Mr. James Lemons to the Planning & Zoning Board. Motion carried 3-1 with Councilmen Lovette, Joseph and Fogleman voting for and Mayor Boggs voting against. Mayor Boggs stated his vote was due to his nomination of Mr. Tom Sykes for the position.
7:39 p.m. Request from Elizabeth Wall with U.S. Census Bureau concerning waiving of fee for use of the Civic Center for training: Manager Earp presented a request from Ms. Wall to use the Civic Center the week of March 16-20th free of charge for Census Bureau training. Councilman Lovette made a motion to deny the request. Motion carried 3-1 with Councilmen Lovette, Joseph and Fogleman voting for and Mayor Boggs voting against.
7:41 p.m. Discussion of proposal from Republic Waste concerning contract extension with waiver of the CPI increase: Manager Earp presented a request from Republic Waste to extend the contract for five years with a one year waiver of the CPI increased, which Republic projected to be 3.8%. The current contract expires on December 31, 2009 with the ability to go year by year after that. Manager Earp stated he questioned their projection on the CPI. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to deny the request and re-negotiate the current contract at year end. Motion carried 4-0. 
7:47 p.m. Discussion of results of meeting with the Local Government Commission and Green Level: Manager Earp stated that officials from the LGC, Green Level and Haw River met together to discuss Green Level’s request for a reduced sewer rate. The LGC had requested a cost analysis be preformed to get accurate numbers to see if negotiation is possible. The issue is to see that the needs of both municipalities are met. Mr. Haywood Cloud, Town Manager of Green Level, asked the Board to participate in the process of a cost analysis and stated he would be asking the Green Level Council to do the same. Randy Welch of the NC Rural Water Association explained the process of the cost analysis he could perform at no cost to either municipality. He would do a thorough cost analysis considering the base rate, the number of miles of infrastructure, the number of lift stations, the percentage of flow attributable to Green Level, power bills for lift stations and operation and maintenance costs. Mayor Boggs stated the Town has to maintain enough fund balance to pay depreciation. He said the Council told Green Level last year when the request was made and denied that it would be reconsidered this year before the budget process began. Councilman Joseph made a motion to request the services of NC Rural Water to perform a cost analysis. Motion carried 4-0.
7:59 p.m. Discussion of meetings and proposed actions concerning the Jordan Lake Rules: Manager Earp stated that if the rules are implemented in their present form, they could cost the residents of Haw River $45.00 a month. The figure could go even higher. Residents were encouraged to voice their concerns to Representatives Bordsen and Allred and Senator Foriest.
Manager’s Update 8:10 p.m.
· Public Works Stimulus Package – Requests for sewer projects have to be submitted to the state by February 4.
· Police – the Alamance-Caswell-Rockingham Counties Mental Health Consortium has requested the police department to enter an agreement to transport mentally ill patients to a mental health facility and remain with them up to 48 hours at the Towns expense. Chief Felts stated the request should have come to the Council, not the Chief. He stated he is currently looking at the ability to transport patients to Chapel Hill, which would be a quicker turn-around time for officers.
· Radio Financing Loan Closing – Loan closed today.
· Pre-application for grant from NC Crime Commission – a pre-application was filed for an $18,000 grant, with $3,000 being the Towns portion, to renovate the Police Station. Before an application is filed, it will come to the Council for approval.
· Fire/Police Storage facility – Mike Scoggins has volunteered to move the steel frame next to the old treatment plant and reassemble it on a poured pad on the ROW behind the Civic Center. The building would provide much-needed storage for the police and fire departments. 
· Safe Routes To Schools Grant – the grant coordinator position has changed since the process began. There are differences of interpretation that have to be worked out before the funds will be used.
· Finances – Revenues are well below last year. Water and sewer sales have decreased. Manager Earp stated he still believes the Town will end the year in the positive, but it is critical going forward that the Town preserves as much Fund Balance as possible. 
Open Forum 8:30 p.m. 
Ronald Cobb, 616 Keck Rd. stated that the barking dog problem on Keck Road is getting worse. He stated he called the police, as directed by the Council, but the problem continues. Carolyn Jones, 620 Keck Rd. stated that the complaints are an exaggeration. Maurice Tippett, 628 Keck Rd. stated that he has tried to seek relief through the courts. Councilman Lovette stated that both he and Councilman Honeycutt have walked the street and have heard the constant barking for themselves. Chief Felts stated that noise and dog complaints are handled on a case-by-case basis. Currently the matters are before the court in both Criminal and Civil proceedings.
Announcements – None
8:47 p.m. Councilman Joseph made a motion to go into closed session after a brief recess. Motion carried 4-0.

8:55  - 9:37 p.m.  Council went into closed session. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to come out of closed session. Motion carried 4-0.

9:38  p.m. Councilman Fogleman made a motion to adjourn. Motion carried 4-0.

___________________________________
__________________________________

Buddy E. Boggs, Mayor



Tammy W. Speicher, Town Clerk
PAGE  
3

